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As we gather for this year Annual General Meeting, I would like to open with an important question: “How do we continue to build a premium, globally competitive Pinotage category while responding to changing consumer behaviour, infrastructure challenges, climate pressures, and the socio-economic realities that shape our wine regions”?
This question sits at the heart of our future.
Our industry does not operate in isolation. Rising input costs, pressure on logistics and infrastructure, energy instability, water security, and the ongoing challenge of retaining and developing skilled labour continue to test producers across the value chain. At the same time, many of the communities that sustain our vineyards face economic hardship, unemployment and limited opportunities, realities we cannot ignore.
Alongside this, climate variability, changing rainfall patterns, extreme heat and shifting harvest conditions demand greater adaptability from all of us.
And yet, Pinotage has always been a story of resilience. At 100 years old, it remains young in the life of a great wine category. Our heritage gives us perspective, but our future will be shaped by how we respond now, with collaboration, practical thinking and a shared commitment to relevance and growth.
This year, we have consciously curated the speakers to bring insight and fresh perspective, helping us shape optimistic and practical responses to the questions that will define Pinotage’s next chapter. 
The conversations we have today are not only about where Pinotage stands, but where it can go. Let us approach this chapter with honesty, ambition and unity, recognising that the next 100 years will be shaped not by history alone, but by the decisions we make together from this point forward.
Thank you, 
De Wet Viljoen: Vice-Chairman, Pinotage Association
